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A dentist whose dental office meets the facility requirements and has obtained a Facility 
Permit from the Board may contract with a licensed physician (MD) with a specialty in 
anesthesiology, certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA), or a dentist holding an anesthesia 
permit for in office Sedation or General Anesthesia.  The Arkansas State Board of Dental 
Examiners holds the contracting dentist ultimately responsible for the quality of the anesthesia 
given and the patient care delivered.  

 
A dentist may admit or have a patient admitted to an outpatient surgery center approved by the 
Arkansas Department of Health, JCAH (out-patient facilities), AAAHC, or other nationally 
recognized accreditation agency or a hospital and utilize any appropriate level of sedation or 
general anesthesia as provided by a licensed physician (MD) with a specialty in anesthesiology or 
a certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA) without the dentist holding a Board permit for that 
level of anesthesia, sedation, or a Facility Permit.  

 
Amended 11/17/00. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE XIV  
 

MINIMUM CONTINUING EDUCATION  
 

For Dentists and Dental Hygienists  
 
A.  Purpose:  The Rules in this chapter set forth the requirements and guidelines for minimum 

continuing education for dentists and dental hygienists.  
 
B.  Definitions:  For the purpose of these rules on continuing education, these definitions shall apply:  
 

Board refers to the Arkansas State Board of Dental Examiners (ASBDE).  
 

Continuing Education Unit (CEU) One (1) continuing education unit equals a minimum of fifty 
(50) minutes.  A one-half (1/2) contact hours equals a minimum of twenty-five (25) minutes.  

 
Course is a planned educational experience.  

 
Licensee is any person licensed to practice dentistry or dental hygiene in the state of Arkansas.  

 
Reporting Period is the length of time in each continuing education cycle; two calendar years.  

 
C.  Scope:  
 

Beginning January 1, 1994, each Arkansas licensee shall comply with these minimum continuing 
education requirements.   

 
To regain an active license, the licensee must have completed the required CE credits for one 
reporting period before regaining an active status license.  Said CE credits must be earned within 
the immediate two year period prior to regaining an active status license.  
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D.  Minimum Continuing Education Requirements for Licensees:  
 

ASBDE shall require acceptable continuing education as a prerequisite for license renewal.  
Failure to comply with the minimum continuing education requirements may result in the 
inability to renew a license or revocation of a license.  

 
1.  Units required for dentists:  The requirement for minimum continuing education for 

Arkansas licensed dentists will be fifty (50) credit units for every two (2) year reporting 
period.  The first reporting period will begin January 1, 1994 and end December 31, 
1995.  Each reporting period will start on an even numbered year.   

 
2.  Units required for dental hygienists:  The requirement for minimum continuing education 

for Arkansas licensed dental hygienists will be forty (40) units for every two (2) year 
reporting period.  The first reporting period will begin January 1, 1994 and end December 
31, 1995.  Each reporting period will start on an even numbered year.  

 
3.  Requirements for new Licensees:  The requirement for minimum continuing education 

for new licensees (dentists and dental hygienists) will begin January 1 of the calendar 
year following their licensure and be pro-rated if not at the start of the new reporting 
period.  

 
 
E. Acceptable Continuing Education:  
 

Only those courses directly related to provision of services and patient care shall be considered 
for credit.  Any course is acceptable which contributes to updating and maintaining the 
knowledge and skills of the dentist or dental hygienist in the treatment of the individual patient or 
the management of the dental practice or clinic.  Home study courses which include a post-test 
and the issuance of a certificate of completion will be accepted.  CE units will be determined by 
the course sponsor.  

 
Courses dealing with other subjects of professional concern are outside the scope of the 
continuing education requirements.  Such courses or programs which will not qualify for approval 
are money management, investments, time spent with professional and/or financial consultants, 
and professional organizational business meetings.   The Board does not pre-approve courses. 

 
F. Procedure for Reporting Continuing Education Units:  
 

1.  Reporting:  At the end of each two year reporting period, the licensee will provide a 
typed list on forms provided by the Board attesting to the actual number of CE hours 
earned in the two year reporting period and confirmed by the licensee's signature.  All 
information requested on the forms must be properly completed for the hours to be 
accepted. 

 
2.    Record Keeping:  CE Records must be kept by the licensee in an orderly manner.  All 

records relative to CE hours must be maintained by the licensee for at least 3 years from 
the end of the reporting period.  The records or copies of the forms must be provided to 
the ASBDE upon request.  Audits will be conducted at the end of each two year reporting 
period by ASBDE.   
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3.    Hours beyond requirements:  Continuing education units acquired beyond the minimum 
requirement in each 2 year reporting period will not be carried forward to the succeeding 
reporting period.  

 
G.  Advanced Study - (Graduate Study, Internships, Residencies):  
 

Dentists or dental hygienists engaged in a full-time dental or dental hygiene related program will 
fulfill their continuing education requirement for each reporting period in which they are actively 
participating in such programs by the nature of these activities, and will have no additional formal 
requirements for that period.  However, the licensee enrolled in an advanced program must notify 
the Board.  

 
H.  Publishing Papers - Presenting Clinics - Lecturing - Teaching:  
 

Licensees performing these activities will be granted six (6) hours of CEU for each hour of the 
original presentation, and hour for hour credit for additional presentation of the same material.  
Full or part-time related teaching will receive CEU credit for each semester credit hour.  One (1) 
hour CEU can be recorded for every 18 hours of clinical instruction.                                                        
.  

 
I.  Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation:  
 

Each licensed dentist, dental hygienist, and registered dental assistant must take a Healthcare 
Provider level of cardiopulmonary resuscitation course and submit a photocopy of the 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation card or certificate with the renewal form that confirms that he or 
she holds at least a current certificate in cardiopulmonary resuscitation of Healthcare Provider 
level, effective January 1, 2003. 

 
Approved 12/10/1993, Amended 8/19/1995 and 4/18/2003. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE XV  
 

INFECTION CONTROL  
 
Arkansas Code §17-82-316(a)-(c) and Arkansas Code §17-82-406 provide that the Arkansas State Board 
of Dental Examiners is vested with the power to revoke or suspend for any period of time, the privilege of 
practicing under any license issued in the State of Arkansas to any dentist, dental hygienist or dental 
assistant if the licensee fails to maintain proper standards of sanitation or fails to otherwise maintain 
adequate safeguards for the health and safety of patients.  
 
Public Law 102-141 passed in the First Session of the 102nd Congress of the United States of America 
approved October 28, 1991 provides that the states will establish guidelines to apply to health 
professionals and will determine appropriate disciplinary and other actions to ensure compliance with 
those guidelines in order to prevent the transmission of human immunodeficiency virus and hepatitis B 
virus during exposure-prone invasive procedures except for an emergency situation where the patient's 
life or limb is in danger.  
 
A.  Definitions as used in this Rule:  


